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Master Hangeul, the Korean Alphabet I

Hangul was created in 1443 by King Sejong of the Joseon Dynasty. Before
that, Koreans used Chinese characters when writing Korean language.
However, Chinese characters were too difficult for ordinary people without
education. Thus, King Sejong created Hangul, which can be easily used by

ordinary people.

A round
' sky

e flat
: earth

I . standing
| person

I+« = t[a
[+« = F[a]
c+t— = Lo
cet— = 4o

/s

King Sejong made ‘I, F, 1, 4, -, 1, —, 7’ based on the three basic vowels (i.e,
», —, |). which depicted the round sky, the flat earth, and a standing person. The
rest of the vowels were made by combining these basic letters.

(2) Consonants: Consonant letters were made like this.

The basic letters ‘7, L, o, A, o’ were made in
the shape of the parts of the mouth that form their
sounds.

1 [k/g] — = KT

C[ud] — E [ One more stroke was added to the basic letters
to make the sounds ‘=, E, =, %’ with strong air

H  [p/b] — I [p] flow.

Z [tsldz] | — = [ts"]
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1 [kig] — 11 [K]

C [vd] — [T [t]

The same letter was written twice for tense sounds as

H [p/b — H [p
[p/b] [P1 in ‘T, CC, MR

A [s] — M [s]

Z [tsldz] | — ZA [ts]]

(3) Syllables: This is how syllables were formed.

Consonants and vowels are combined to form syllable blocks. In writing, every
syllable must have at least one consonant and one vowel. Consonants cannot be
written alone. Likewise, vowels cannot stand alone. Therefore, when a syllable
has no consonant in the initial position, ZERO ‘O’ is written to hold the empty
consonant position. A consonant is also allowed in the final position.

Consonant + Vertical vowel CV L}
@ C
Consonant + Horizontal vowel v -
Empty consonant + Vertical vowel CV O}
@ Empty consonant c
+ \-/ Q
Horizontal vowel
Consonant + Vertical vowel CcVv HI
+ Final consonant C =
©)
_ C
Consonant + Horizontal vowel vV =
+ Final consonant =
C
. . ‘CV
Vertical vowel + Final consonant C .°_|'
@
C
Horizontal vowel + Final consonant V %
C
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The Korean language has 21 vowels in total. There are vertical vowels (|, |,
F, 1, 1) and horizontal vowels (—, L, &, —, 1r).

1. Vowel Pronunciation

Are you ready to learn vowel sounds now? First, you need to find a mirror. Listen
to the vowels and try to make the shapes you see in the pictures on the next two
pages with your mouth while looking in the mirror. We'll practice vertical vowels
first and horizontal vowels next.

Vertical Vowels Horizontal Vowels
Letter Sound Value Letter Sound Value
[1] fill —_ [+] not found
B [a] father - [0] horse
= [ia] yacht AL [jo] yoga
1 [N] call — U] pool
] OA] young 1 [ju] you

* The vowel [1] is not found in English. However, it is similar to the pronunciation of
the vowel ‘U’ in ‘put’, without rounding the lips.

* VVowels are divided into two categories according to their sound values - single
vowels and diphthongs. The vowels in the shaded boxes are diphthongs, and
those in the non-shaded are single vowels. A diphthong has a sound value that
combines a glide and a single vowel.

24 18tz %o|7| I



= AT7| 1

Master Hangeul, the Korean Alphabet I

o
g Are you ready to practice again?

(1) Try saying ‘' }’. Now say ' 1’. How does your mouth shape change for each? Try
saying ‘ |’ with your mouth open wide, and ‘1’ with your mouth closed a little,
Now say ‘I’ and ‘1’ several times while paying attention to the shape of your

[I;] @ [:I\]

(2) Try saying ‘. Now say ‘L". How is the mouth shape different?
When you say ‘', round your lips and push your tongue forward, but when
you say ‘L', keep your lips rounded while opening them a little. Say ‘+’ and ‘L’
several times while paying attention to the shape of your mouth.

T +
[u] [0]

(3) Try saying ‘—"and ‘ | ’. How is the mouth shape for ‘—’ different from * | ’?
Your tongue moves farther forward when you say ‘ | ' than when you say ‘—'.
You don't need to move your tongue forward when you say ‘—’, round your lips,

or open your mouth very much. Just say it with your mouth open enough to let
air come out in a relaxed position. Say ‘ | ' and ‘—’ several times while paying
attention to the shape of your mouth.

| < —

[1] []
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Are you ready to practice diphthongs now? The vertical vowels ‘F, 3, which
both have short horizontal strokes, and the horizontal vowels ‘1., +r’, which both
have short vertical strokes, are all diphthongs.

(1) Try saying ‘ F'. Now say ‘4"
The diphthong ‘ k' is made up of the glide ‘ | " and the single vowel ‘ |’, and the
diphthong ‘4’ is made up of the glide * | * and the single vowel ‘1’. When you
say ‘F’, the ‘|’ is short and the ‘| is long, and when you say ‘1’, the ‘| " is
short and the ‘1’ is long. Don'’t say the two vowel sounds for the same length or
pronounce them as two separate vowels.

f oW 1 <@
i+ [a

lia]

(i i+ [

(2) The diphthong ‘1.’ is made up of the glide ‘ | * and the single vowel ‘-’, and the
diphthong ‘1’ is made up of the glide ‘ |  and the single vowel ‘. Try saying ‘1.".
Now say ‘wr’. When you say ‘1L, the ‘ | " is short and the ‘L’ is long, and when
you say ‘r’, the * | " is short and the ‘=’ is long. You shouldn’t say the two vowel
sounds the same length or pronounce them as two separate vowels.

uw =& T 2=
[+ o

lio] fiu] [+ [

2. Vowel Writing

So then, how are vowels written? When writing a vertical stroke, start at the top
and go down, and when writing a horizontal stroke, start at the left and go right.

From top to bottom From left to right
e e - £ L
[i] (©) (X) [] (©O) (X)
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Well then, are you ready to write? When writing a vertical vowel in the form of
a "standing person”, make the vertical stroke long and the horizontal stroke(s)
short. When writing a horizontal vowel in the form of the "flat earth", make the
horizontal stroke long and the vertical stroke(s) short. Listen to the vowels and
repeat while writing.

Letter

Sound
Value

Writing
Order

Writing Practice

[1]

[a]

ia]

[A]

®
I (T
_ [] —0
©)
1,
® @
TR S I T
T [u] T
T  u
(ONE)
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su‘:h Are you finished writing? Listen to the vowels one more time and repeat them
again.

Both a consonant and a vowel must be together in each syllable. That's why if you
do not have an initial consonant, you use ‘©’, which has no sound - it's silent. With
a vertical vowel, write ‘©’ on the left side of the vowel, and with a horizontal vowel,
write ‘©” above the vowel.

@)
@) [a] [o]
o
Listen and repeat while writing.
Letter | Sound Value Writing Practice

| [i] o
[a] Ot
lial Of

[A]

sl | = | T T

0]
[iA] G
— [#] =]

1 [0] Q
it lio] Q
T [u] =
alg [jul T
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D

y e L P e

X

1. Say each of the vowels below one by one. Are you finished? Next, listen to the
CD and see if you pronounced them correctly. Looking out for the ones you
missed, listen and repeat one more time.

(o of @ & 2 (202 of of 2 0
(3oF o 2 & (42 of of R
2. Listen and choose the correct answers.
(1ot < Q= < 30 2
(4) OF OF G2 2 6) o <

3. Listen and connect the letters in order. What picture do they make?

0] - =

g T N S SN NSNS NS SIS iy,
" S SIS SRS SISO CCCCC s —

b & o & 0 6 O 6 O & O O & O & o & & & & & O & & & & 0 & O & & & O & & & & & & O & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & O & o6

2.(1)0F 2 (32 WO 52 (6) ] 3. %
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4. Listen and write what you hear in Korean. Did you finish writing? Next, write
three more times while saying them out loud.

(1)

(2)

®3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

NS NSRS ST SCSCISCSCCSCCrC s iy,

.
s
;
E
E
5
;
;
s
s
:

(1) 0 (2) 2 (3)0L0| (4) 20] (5) 2% (6) Of
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@ D= 2 vowels 2 d ks

[=1]
& Now, are you ready to learn some more vowels? Listen to the CD and repeat.

H F o+ | e - = IR H
[€] [wa] [we]

1 1 + | T — + 1 w — + A
e] [wa] [we]
L 1 B R B
el [y/wi] [+]

1 i+ 1 H o+

ljie] [o/we]

* The vowels in the shaded boxes are single vowels, and they are merged by some
speakers.

* The vowel ‘- [+]] is not found in English. However, it is similar to the pronunciation
of the vowel ‘ui’ in ‘quit’, without rounding the lips.

* The sound values of the three vowels ‘4|, ‘i’, and ‘HI’ sound similar to each other
when spoken by younger Korean speakers.

o
& Are you ready to practice again?

(1) Try saying ‘H*and ‘1’. They sound similar, right?
These two vowels’ pronunciations used to be totally different, but they have
become similar. That's why many Koreans today cannot distinguish their
difference in pronunciation.

H 1

€] [e]
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(2) Try saying ‘H’ and ‘4’. These diphthongs are each formed from ‘| * and
either ‘H’ or ‘4I’. These two vowels also sound similar. It's hard to tell
them apart. Like ‘H’ and ‘1l’, which we saw before, many Koreans cannot
distinguish their difference in pronunciation.

H 1l

lje] lie]

(3) Try saying ‘4", ‘+’, and ‘#I’. These three vowels sound similar. They are all
diphthongs with both horizontal and vertical vowels.

-] 1f Tl

[we] [we] [we]

(4) Try saying ‘I’ and ‘+’. Say them in rotation several times. They are both
diphthongs with both horizontal and vertical vowels.

1 -

[wa] [wa]

(5) Try saying ‘rI’ and ‘|’ several times in back and forth. They are both diphthongs
with both horizontal and vertical vowels.

7l 4
[y/wi] [/we]

(6) Read ‘-’ out loud once again. Try saying the ‘—’ short and the ‘| * very quickly.
This is a diphthong with both a horizontal and a vertical vowel.

[#]
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=
g So are you ready to write? Listen to the CD and repeat while writing.

Letter %/(:IJSS Writing Order Writing Practice
H [€] ol |0
@
®
1 @ oAl
i ot ole
®
i g odl
a} [wa] » e
. @
d wi o
®
T [y/wi] ®®f|l
A e 3
W e e
@O
Hl [we] =~ ©
@
-

!I‘a'!;;
Did you finish writing? Listen and repeat the vowels again.
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s.*;!;#
Be careful not to write them as below.

1} © - © T © dl ©

] X T x + ) 7l ®

As mentioned earlier, each syllable must have both a consonant and a vowel.
Thus, if there is no beginning consonant, use ‘O’, which has no sound — it’s silent.

Write ‘O’ to the left of vertical vowels and above horizontal vowels.
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<
g Listen and repeat while writing the vowels with ‘o’

Letter | Sound Value Writing Practice
H [€] OH
1 [e] off
i [e] OH
1 [ie] O
t [wal] et
- [wa] A
Tl [y/wi] #
4] [a/we] 2|
1 [we] oH
Tl [we] Al
- [#] 9
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D

L

1. Try saying the vowels below one by one. Then, listen to the CD and write the
letter ‘o’ beside the correct sounds. Pay attention to what you missed, listen
and repeat again.

(1) o4 off 2 @2 2 < 9
3) ¢ o of < 4) e < of o

2. Listen and choose the correct answers.

(1) O o @A
3¢ < (4) 2 o

3. Listen and connect the letters in order.

oo| OH
QF o
& oo )
op Q0] oo

What picture do they make?

g T N S SN NSNS NS SIS iy,

f
\

b & o & 0 6 O 6 O & O O & O & o & & & & & O & & & & 0 & O & & & O & & & & & & O & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & O & o6

2.(1)01 % ()¢ (42t 3 % (Y — 02— 0 — 2 — 2 — 20| — )
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MM SRS S_CSS_CSCSCCSCS_CS_CSCSCSSCSCCSCISCSSSCSCSSCSCCSCISCSCSCSCSCCICCCC iy,

4. Listen and write what you hear in Hangeul.

(1)

(2)

®3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Did you finish writing? Next, write and say each sound aloud three times.

g N T SN N SN NSRS TS50 iy,
S S SIS SIS G000 s

b 6 6 o 6 6 & O 6 O 6 & O 6 0 & O 6 O 6 O 6 O 6 6 O & & & & 6 & 6 & 6 & 0 6 0 6 6 6 0 & & 6 & & 6 6 & O 6 O & O & & o

(10l (2) 2 (3) 2K (4) A2 (5) Aol (6) AU
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