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Master Hangeul, the Korean Alphabet I

@ II'% 1 Consonants 1 d bKka

The Korean language has 19 consonants. The consonants were made in
the shape of the mouth parts used to pronounce them. ‘71’ shows the back
of the tongue blocking the roof of the mouth, and ‘-’ shows the shape of
the tongue touching the upper part of the gums. ‘0’ is shaped like the lips,
and ‘A’ is the shape of the teeth. ‘O’ shows the shape of the throat which
makes that sound.

=1 - 1 ”~

!I'qi!:lﬁ Now are you ready to learn the following consonants?
Listen to the CD and repeat them in order.

X2 1 Consonants 1
-1 . C = O
[k/g] [n] [t/d] [r/1] [m]
H A @) b & S
[p/b] [s/]] n] [ff/ds] (h]
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o
g Are you finished? This time, listen and write the consonants.

Letter Sound Value Writing Order Practice

A1 [kg]  gate, gift o=

L [n] nose, name ®\5

C [t/d] | door, dance @E
= [r/1] lake, rice ®®§v
a—

@

O [m] milk, moon m@
®

H  [pb]  bus, boy @u%u@
slide, sky D 4@
A [s/f] shoes, shut (e
_ 0)
O [l  king, song (o)

X [f/5]  juice, jam X

@
S [h] hat, hair oS
©)

When ‘A’ is followed by certain vowels suchas ‘|, F, 4, &, , «, H’,and ‘4, its

sound value changes. In these cases, ‘A’ is represented by [[] as in shoes, shut in
English.
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=
g Did you finish writing? Listen to the consonants again and repeat them.

The consonant ‘O’ appears only at the end of a syllable, and its sound value is [n].
As mentioned earlier, each syllable must have a consonant and a vowel in writing.
With a vertical vowel, the consonant is written on the left side, and a horizontal
vowel, the consonant is written above the vowel as below:

=
g Are you ready to listen and write vowels and consonants together?

(1)

(2)

3

(4)

(5)

The syllable 2 in (8) is not [no], but simply [0], and has a vowel only. The symbol ‘©

7

6) d — H

7 A -

8 O + 4+ -

@ =X -

o
l

(10)

is a place-holder in the beginning consonant position, which is empty.
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Let’s write consonant/vowel combinations. Write the consonants on the left
side of vertical vowels and on top of the horizontal vowels. Write as you watch

carefully.
oy b E A o+ o o=
L
C
=
-
=
A
@)
=
S

Are you ready to listen and repeat?

7

al

The letter ‘71’ is shaped differently when it is written with a vertical vowel than when it is

written with a horizontal vowel. Watch out as you write it.
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X

D

L

1.Pronounce the sounds below. Are you done? Then listen to the CD and and
write the letter ‘O’ beside the correct sounds. Paying attention to missed
pronunciation, listen and repeat again.

(1)7F of aF & @F Lf a2 (%
U Ms OFFAEF (OE-=

|z 4>
> o
bru
b
o
-

=
el
n
A
K]

2. Listen and choose the correct answers.

Laf 2ej (2) 7k4 Ch (3) At 2t2
(4) 12| Z2| (5) 2| & (6) HI% B

3. Listen and repeat the following words.

(1) 7h4 (2) ot7| D (3=
singer baby g i square
L
(4) cr2] (5) 22| - (p) Bt
leg sound - cap
(7) otz (8) AFRF (9) A%
father lion shrimp @

g S N ST SISO iy,

f
\

b 8 o & 0 & & & O & O & & O & & & & & & & & & & & & & & O & & & O & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & O & o6

42 232 9571
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10
Ol
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be o 6 & 8 & O o & o & o & & & & & & & & & & o & & & & & & & & & 8 & o & & o & & & & & & & & & & o & & & & & o & o o ¢

4. Listen and write. Did you finish?

(1) (2)
(3) (4)
(5) (6)

g S T SN SRS iy,
" TSI —s s s

b6 6 6 0 6 6 6 O 6 6 6 O 6 6 & 6 & 6 & 6 O 6 6 6 & & 6 6 6 & 6 & 6 0 & & 6 & 6 & O & O 6 0 6 & 6 6 & 6 6 & & 6 O & o

Listen again. This time, listen and repeat. Repeat them each three times.

7t (3) At

2 (4) 12| (5) &2l (6) Hl+
2 3 EE (4) 2

Xt (5) H2 (6) Bt
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@ I}% 2 Consonants 2 d bks

A single stroke was added to the letters ‘7, £, B X’to make ‘3, E, T X’
The sounds of ‘3, E, = X’ are stronger and made with more air than ‘71, &
H, X’ They are pronounced by blowing air strongly out of the mouth. Listen
to the CD and repeat them in order.

= =
[k/g] KT
C E
[t/d] [t"
—
H II
[p/b] [P"]
4 =
[t//d3] [t

Are you ready to practice them again?

(1) Repeat ‘71" and ‘3’ alternately.
(2) Repeat ‘=’ and ‘E’ alternately.
(3) Repeat ‘1’ and ‘I’ alternately.
(4) Repeat ‘X’ and ‘X’ alternately.

Can you feel the difference in air pressure?




Then, listen to the consonants again and write them.
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Letter Sound Value Writing Order Practice
h : @
K"  keyking o=
h . D
[t] taxi, tea QE®
' X
[P7] | pen, park @QIL®
@
Q
[t["] | chair,child @34

(1)

(2)

3)

4)

Did you finish writing? This time, listen to the consonants and repeat.

Are you ready to try combining the strong consonant sounds with vowels? Then,
listen and repeat while writing the consonants and vowels together.

Ni

7

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)
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Now try writing them with vowels. Write the consonants to the left of the vertical
vowels, and above the horizontal vowels. Watch carefully as you write.

o b E L+ o+ — 1 K
3 7t 0 7|
E Et ER
i It i
= +

Are you finished? Listen and repeat them once again.

: e P L

1. Pronounce the sounds below. Are you done? Then listen to the CD and and
write the letter ‘O’ beside the correct sounds. Paying attention to missed
pronunciation, listen and repeat again.

P

D

a7t EFD Q=2 2 E 2 QF & F 3 @E 2 7| F

2. Listen and choose the correct answers.

(1)EE ZTo (2) 712t 7|z} 3) 2
(4) 2 Ccte (5) |of  =|af (6) &

g S N N S N SN0 iy,
m

" SO sr s o

b6 8 6 & O 6 & 6 0 6 O & O 6 & & & & & & & & & O & & o & 0 & & & 0 & o & O & O & & & & & & 0 & & & & & & & & & & o o

512 05|71

D
(o))
N
rol

muy
10
Ol
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be o o o & & & o O o & o & o & & & & & & & & o & o & 0 & & & o & o8 & o & & o & & & & & & & & & o o & O & & o & & o o ¢

3. Listen to the words and repeat.

(1) =|of (2 2 (3) Et2
skirt nose / ostrich
m Ca
(4) Z= (5) ZHH[2t (6) 27
grape camera ski N
)
%
(8) 71zt (9) Zlote
train piano

4. Now, listen and write the words.

(1) (2)
(3) (4)
(5) (6)

g N N NSRRI ST iy,
" S S SRS SRS SIS —"s"r s

b6 6 6 0 6 O & O 6 O O & & & & & & 6 & & O & O & & & & 0 & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & 0 & 0 & O & & & & & & O & o

Are you done? Listen once again. This time, listen and repeat. Repeat them each
three times.
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@ X} 3 consonants 3 s

‘m, , W, », R are made by adding one more of the same letter to ‘7, &,
H, A, X’ Pronounce ‘M, @, #, M, R’ strongly from the throat by tensing
the vocal chords.

Listen to the CD and repeat them in order.

Sound Sound

Letter VEIE Letter VElE
L [k/g] Tl K1
C [t/d] CLC [t']

—

= [p/b] HH [p]
A [s] M [s]
& [/c5] AR 1]

Are you done? Then try saying the basic consonants (7, ©, H, A, X), the
aspirate consonants (3, E, @, %), and the tense consonants (M, @, H, M, R)
differently. Say the sounds ‘7, o, w, M, &’ more forcefully.

As you say each of the consonants, hold your hand in front of your mouth to feel
the air strength.

(1) Say ‘=’ with ‘7" and ‘1’ in order.
(2) Say ‘E’ with ‘c’ and ‘tc’ in order.
(3) Say ‘&’ with ‘=2’ and ‘e’ in order.
(4) Say ‘A’and ‘M’ in order.

(5) Say ‘X’ with ‘X’ and ‘&’ in order.

48 2= ol7l1
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Next, write the letters while listening again.

Letter Sound Value Writing Practice
Order
] e
L [K'] | sky, skate T
0]©)
CC [t'] | star, strike ®@§@
HH . spy, sprin ol
[Pl  spy, spring
. ©)
M [s'] = salt, say é@@
0]©)
AR [ts'] waltz @

Are you finished? Now, listen to the consonants and repeat them again.

Then, listen and repeat while writing consonants with vowels.

@@ m - T (6) -
(2) - (r) -

@ w + | - @ wW + L —

4 M - 9) M -

5) = (10) =&
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o
9 This time, write them together with vowels.

Vowels

con- F 1 |+ | = | — | | H 1
il Tt H
CC [ [H
i HH |
M M M
A i a

o
g Are you done? Listen and repeat once again.

D

X

1. Pronounce the sounds below. Are you done? Then listen and write the letter ‘O’
beside the correct sounds. Paying attention to missed pronunciation, listen and
repeat again.

() 7ttt & (2 D EHAXAR Q) RFERXR (4 7] O ] K =
2. Listen and choose the correct answers.

(1) 7t 7t2 (2) 2t mte (3) HL e
(4) At M2 (5) Hz| #a| (6) otmt2  HiwQ

g S N N S N SN0 iy,
S ST r s s

b6 8 6 & o 6 & 6 0 6 O & & 6 & & & & & & & & & O & & o & 0 & O & 0 & o & O & O & & & & & & 0 & & & & & & & & & & o o6

50 2¢
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be o o o 8 & O & & o & o & & & O & & & & & & o & o & & & & & & & o8 & o & & o & & & & & & & & & & o & o & & o o & o o ¢

3. Listen to the words and repeat.

(1) 7k=| (2) o
magpie 4 shoulder

4. Now, listen and write the words.

(1)

—_
(@8]
=

—
(@]
~

g S S NSNS iy,

words.

(3) HEF2to]

. e
cricket —"ﬁ-

S S S SRS S SRS SISO CCCCC0 s s —

.

E ¢ Are you done? Listen once again. This time, listen and check as you repeat the

2.( 712 @2 () AL @) ML (5) #2| (6) otme
| (2) E71 (3) WTh (4) 2] (5) 017K (6) AACt
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Final Consonants - Batchim

@

The final consonant of a syllable is called batchim (literally ‘support’ in English).
This is because the final consonant is written below the vowel, and seems to
support the letters above. This is in contrast to the English writing system in
which letters in each syllable are written from left to right, as in ‘can’ and ‘jam’.
If you wrote the English words ‘can’ and ‘jam’ in Korean, the final consonants ‘n’
and ‘m’ would be placed under the ‘consonant + vowel’ part of the syllable.

7H XH

The possible pronunciation of batchim is limited. Only the following seven sounds
(,e. 7, , =, 2, O, H, o) are allowed when pronouncing batchim. Batchim ‘L,
o, o’ are pronounced as their original sound values. Batchim ‘2’ is pronounced
as [l]. Batchim ‘&, @’ are pronounced as unreleased [H]. Batchim ‘7, 3, T are

pronounced as unreleased [1]. Batchim ‘=, E, A, &, X, X, T’ are all pronounced
as unreleased [C].

d bk7

Letter Sound Value Examples
L [n] 2t [an]
- [m] 4 [am]
o [n] S [an]
= 1 % [all

H, I [p] Y < [ap]

A, m, 3 [K] o, S Y [ak]
C,E, A M R X, T [t] TR T TRy

=
g Now, are you ready to practice batchim pronunciations? Listen and repeat.

L} O at  d 7} C}
[na] [ma] =] [ra] [pa] [ka] [ta]
=3 o o o o o o
- = = = = =
[+n] [tm] [+] [+p] [+K] [#]
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How did it go? Was it difficult?

Take a word like ‘2f". The beginning ‘&’ sound, called a plosive, in the initial position
is made with a burst of air from the lungs. However, the batchim ‘&’, an unreleased
consonant sound, does not cause air to leave the mouth, as in ‘&’. Even though the
consonant is the same, the sound is different depending on its position.

Listen again carefully and say the sounds.
Are you ready to write vowels with batchim? Whether writing batchim with vertical

or horizontal vowels, write the letter under the rest of the syllable. Write the batchim
under vertical vowels which do not have beginning consonants.

V Of QL

C L L

Are you done? Then listen to the CD and say the sounds in order.

Next, write batchim under horizontal vowels without beginning consonants.

V 1] =
C o L
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Are you finished? Now, listen to the CD and say the sounds in order.

+ O

+ 7

+ O

+ L

|0 40 40 }O O

+ d

Next, write batchim under vertical vowels with beginning consonants.

CVv

At

A

L

H

J r oo »
+ + + + +
e | ke | T

+ + + + +
o oor r

Are you finished? Then listen to the CD and say the sounds in order. This time,
write batchim under horizontal vowels with beginning consonants.

C
V
C

—
1L
O

O
T
=
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A+ L+ L

H+ L4+ 0O

1T+ L+ 0O

A+ —_+d

O+ L4+

Are you finished? Then listen to the CD and say the sounds in order.

When writing in Korean, up to two consonants can appear in batchim. However, only
one consonant is pronounced.

o

[kap]

Are you ready to try reading the words below? Repeat the words in order while
listening to the CD.

& ct -1
cH 21 STy
[jadal] [tak] [mok]
Al ot L oF VS
Eﬂl:l- Lzl:l' EHE|' 21 Cf aul:|'
[samt'a] [ant'a] [nalt'a] [makt'a] [tfamt'a]

How was that? Was it difficult? Listen again carefully and say the sounds.

2 Master Hangeul, the Korean Alphabet I 55



{ \
g '
1 ’
! ’
1 — — X
n < g n
| i i [
- ~ ~ "
1 ’
1 . __
| N = n
1 N T,
| < |
e "
" « © n
\ oo o S n
' m_. mﬁ o0 ) — P K

: 0ol o & = < O X

| o ol m ) , n

: @ @ > H\ H_._\ I

oo S , . “__

. o ol HF IR “ | e 3 I

() ke M < X

= c _“_._M A I

2 S - 5 3 I

G o0 o i &’ A < > n

g W sses  § a @ = n

8 muxo o] ~ i

() N — o — = o X

= &3 K o r K S -

5 . g5 g z :

@ o Hl ~NO <F HK = Il 4 = .

8 2 o © = n

S S fHon 5 <4 00 oH IK -~ ] [

o c a c = . . = X

{0 © © © _l__._._ ou @ n
[ o C _

810 & Ao S M Mo RU oK 5 [ .

2 == 2 —sso 2 = = @ i

m:v | = | 28 = | \ap S | X
. i N o < :
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(®)

(6)

(7)

XSSOSR iy,

LHZE Q2 @2 @Y 64 ()Y
3 @ @e @We B o @ o
LN RO WL EL O MY @ QTS (04 (1) (128 (192 (144
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OIO'I 347 | Re-syllabification

e N

When a syllable ends in a consonant and is followed by a vowel (i.e. an
empty consonant ‘O’), the final consonant sound is shifted to the initial
position of the next syllable.

12 0T

<2 o

~us

2—-90e

Listen to the CD and repeat. If there are two consonants in the batchim, the farther
consonant sound is shifted to the next syllable, and the closer consonant becomes the
batchim sound of the first syllable. When batchim ‘2’ is shifted, it has the [r] sound.

[HHS]
[HAH2]

h s

S[28] st=0[et= 7] SHOFH X|[SH2H K] ]
ol XI] ZO|[1%]] 0|F0|[0|=0]]
Z20R[HHL] PHOtR[2HAR] A R[EAHL]

(1) 20
(4) 2ot

1%
(7) Zote

o= C

g S N NSNS0 iy,

(1) 22 2eMea.

(3) X0l 0|52 MMIL.
(5) OFE0Il HEH0i| 2t 2.

2. Read the following sentences.

(2) ARRIS RAL
(4) 22 O HOR

Practice the words again by yourself. Listen and check.

1. Read the following.

b6 8 6 & O 6 & 6 0 6 O & & 6 & 6 & & & & & & & & & & 6 & 0 & & & 0 & & & & & O & & & & & & 0 & & 6 & & & & & & & o o

e O e e o e e o e e o O o oo g
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)
g Practice writing syllables.
C

Vowels
S F I - | 41 | L+ | 1 —

7t

L

4n

ol

i

M

|0

N O »>» o O m n r 4
O

H m 4 N\

Oh

CC
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